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Editorial 


Summer time is filled with anticipations of holidays, summer schools 
and conferences. It is the time of movement, which may be delightful. 
This year is a specially dele€table one, and if the early part of the year 
had no stretches of superb weather, to this day we cannot point to 
any weather violently bad; so we may look forward to reasonable 
weather for vacations, for the Birmingham Summer School and its 
excursions, for Asi1B’s conference at Cambridge—a place that seems 
to demand sunny weather, and, some will say above all, for Chelten- 
ham. The Library Association Conference should prove to be a 
dele&table one. Some critics urge that conferences ought not to be 
held at spas or pleasure resorts: local authorities will boggle if they 
are. But few cities anywhere can accommodate the L.A. satisfaétorily 
now; we must necessarily go to places which have experience in 
handling thousands of visitors at a time. 


* x * * 


At the time we write details of the programme have not reached 
us ; but, from the rumours which filter through to ordinary members 
of the Association, it will be gathered that the programme will be 
unusually good. Colonel Mitchell will make an excellent president, 
and has won this high distin@ion by a devotion to the cause of libraries 


such as is rarely shown by a non-librarian. There will be discussions 
on hospital libraries, wireless and libraries, on book-sele&tion, and 
some attempt will be made to deal again with the quite legitimate 
place of fiction in libraries. The seétions and divisions will have their 
special meetings. The excursions seem to have been planned with 
imagination and foresight. Further, the hotels at Cheltenham, 
although sufficient, are getting fully booked ! 


*x x * x 


At the Annual Meeting of the Contributories to the National 
Central Library an annual report was presented which must be of real 
interest to every one of our readers. In terms of stock the three Central 
Libraries possess 94,000 volumes, of which over 70,000 are in London ; 
but with the “ outlier libraries ” they command in addition 4} millions 
of volumes of non-fiction. When to this vast treasury is added the 
active organization of the Regional Bureaux, it will be seen that a 
teal advance has been made towards the unified national service of 
which far-seeing librarians have dreamed for years. We note, however, 
that only thirty municipal library systems have officially become 
outliers, and although Birmingham is one of the outliers, we look 
vainly for Bristol, Bradford, Hull, Liverpool, Manchester, Newcastle 
and afew more. Perhaps, however, these may be roped in under the 
new regional schemes. Only seven of the London public libraries 
are here. Westminster, Stepney, Islington, Lambeth, Poplar, Ber- 
mondsey, Hammersmith, Southwark and others are missing, although 
most if not all of them co-operate in the union catalogue. Why are 
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they missing? It would be interesting to know the reasons that 
withhold them from a co-operation which we think will be inevitable 
ultimately. 

In a capital little article contributed to Libraries (June), Dr. 
Arthur E. Bostwick gives —- of the good effects of “ library 
Staff councils,” as safety val or the expression of the opinions of 
assiStants on matters proposed. We refer our readers to this article, 
“ Refle&tions of a Boss.” It reminded us that it used to be the praétice 
in a few libraries for the chief librarian to meet his senior Staff in 
conference on library matters at regular intervals, and many useful 
suggestions were made and often projects of the chief were greatly 
benefited by the criticisms received at these meetin One of the 
difficulties to-day is the lack of time in most libraries for r them, as they 
mean the withdrawal for an hour or so of the whole dire&tive staff 
from ordinary duties. The press of after-war life has been felt in 
many direétions in libraries, and it would be interesting to know how 
far staff clubs or guilds still fun&ion. These, of course, are different 
from the conferences to which we have referred, but they serve a 
valuable purpose in consolidating the library personnel in the interests 
of local library development. 


od « al * 


An official journal is not a place where one can be humorous 
with safety, and we are therefore not surprised that the writer who 
has contributed Valuations to The Library Assistant has been asked to 
cease—for that appears to be the case. Such journals are thought to 
be serious, especially by foreigners and the very young; and those 
correspondents who have written to the Assistant wih’ indignation 
at the loss of their favourite writer, and imputing motives to the 
A.A.L. Council, have missed that crucial faé, the further fa& 
that subscribers to a society do not ap the use of its journal 
for irresponsible appraisals of their sages capacity. As for the 
writer concerned, the independent journals are open to him, and it is 
to be acknowledged that he withdrew with a letter which was credit- 
able. 


* * * * 


One of the correspondents in conneétion with the above delivers 
himself as follows: “ Library journals have been too prone to adopt 
a policy of ‘ safety first ’ and have often degenerated into saying nothing 
in particular and saying it very ill.” The writer does not always write 
considered matter and this is an example of the fault. Library journals 
publish in general just what writers on librarianship contribute to 
them, and any member of our profession who regards its journals as 
below his own Standard has surely a part of the remedy in his own 
hands. Safety first has never been a policy of The Library World ; 
but there are rules of good taste as well as laws of libel. We are willing 
to offer both Mr. Cranshaw, and Mr. F. M. Gardner of Leeds, the 
5 mom of proving that they have ability to improve the matter in 

be Library World. 
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The Canons of Classification : 


A Revaluation 
By L. A. Burcgss, F.L.A. (of the Cardiff Public Libraries.). 


In the whole field of library economy there are to-day few figures 
more deservedly eminent than Mr. Berwick Sayers. Distinguished 
in many branches of librarianship, Mr. Sayers is par excellence the 
authority on book classification in this country. Consequently it is 
with considerable trepidation that a mere tyro like myself ventures to 
criticise the bases of Mr. Sayers’s doétine. At the risk of infli@ting 
a wordy paragraph on the reluctant reader, the warning of some recent 
controversies leads me to reassure all who think it concerns them that 
I am not a€tuated by personal animus in thus venturing to dissent 
from the views of a master for whom I have the greatest possible 
respe& and personal admiration. Mr. Sayers hi I know to be a 
big enough man not to require any such explanation; but there are 
others . . . I shall also try to avoid unnecessary mention of the late 
J**** Det* Beeee 

It was twenty-four years ago—in 1907—that Mr. Sayers first 
propounded his criteria or “ canons ” of classification ; atually they 
were adopted to facilitate an assessment of Brown’s “ Subje&” 
scheme. The volume called The Canons of Classification appeared in 
1915. The general plan and principles were adopted again in the 
Introduction; though the canons were not set out as such until 
the issue of the 1929 edition. They also appeared in the Manual of 
Classification in 1926. Their order and phrasing vary slightly in these 
Statements, but in essence they remain unchanged as apparently Mr. 
Sayers’s last word on the subject. For convenience I have adopted the 
complete résumé set out in the Manual (p. 111), which the reader may 
wish to compare with my comments, since space will not permit of my 
setting out the complete text of the canons. 

With the first canon, that— 

(1) “ A classification mut be comprebensive, embracing all paft and 
present knowledge, and allowing places for all possible additions to 
knowledge ,’’ 

I have no quel. The subje&t-matter of library classifications is the 
subje&-matter (and treatment) of books, i.e., the whole realm of ideas : 
and, since ideas do not exist in isolation, our business as classifiers 
would appear to be to reproduce the associations of ideas that are to be 
found in books (including all possible associations of ideas that ever 
will be found in books !). 

(2) “ Characteriftics used muSt be essential in relation to the purpose for 
which the classification is intended.” 

What, then, is a charaGeristic? According to Mr. Sayers it is 
“the principle of classification which gives us the required unity 
between things . . . the logical idea which guides us in making our 
divisions.” This is perfeétly clear and reasonable. Now, is there 
such a thing as a universal charaéteristic for a general classification ? 
Unless I have re-read my Manual very carelessly, Mr. Sayers does not 
specifically propose any such thing: but, by affirming his belief in 
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Professor Richardson’s declaration “that a classification should 
follow the order of ideas, or of evolution ” in close conjun&ion with 
his own Statement that “ A natural charaéteristic of classification (sic) 
is one dependent upon the charaéteristic implied in homology,” he 
would appear to affirm the validity of homology* as such a sniversal 
characteristic. 

It may well be that in this I do Mr. Sayers an injustice. I sincerely 
hope so: for, despite the high authority of Professor Richardson to 
the contrary, I can never reconcile myself to the idea of homology as a 
reasonable charaéteristic for subdividing, say, theology or the fine 
arts. It may be old-fashioned (Prejudice, of course; but I have 
always felt that neither Brown’s “ evolutionary ” order of the whole 
realm of ideas nor Dr. Richardson’s “ order of nature ” can be said to 
conform to the normal associations of ideas of either the scholar or the 
man-in-the-street. When, in order to classify the fine (and useful) 
arts by homology, Professor Richardson is reduced to the absurdity 
of regarding them all as “‘ aesthetics ” (a branch of philosophy), which he 
treats as a branch of psychology (by definition a science), we begin to 
suspe& something wrong. Further investigation of this ve of his 
schedules—notably the memorable theology, the science of God—goes 
far to confirm the view that the immutable character of specific lines 
of approach, like science and art, which for most of us constitute the 
highest order of associations of ideas, trouble the Professor no more 
than they troubled the mediaeval schoolman. 

If our initial premises are sound, we are free to proceed to the 
conclusion that, in order to consider first the convenience of the users 
of the library, we must observe throughout our schedules the normal 
associations of ideas common to the great majority of civilised persons. 
In other words, a general classification is necessarily a cumulation of 
special classifications, each with its special charaéteristict: and a 
general classification can only be said to have a genera/ characteristic in 
the sense that it observes the principle of the primary importance of the 
line of approach (¢.g., the scientific, artistic, religious, philosophic, 
etc.), rather than attempts to annihilate subjective differences by over- 
working homology or any other one characteristic in order to force 
the whole vast realm of human ideas to fit the procrustean bed of an 
objective order of nature. 

There is no disputing that, in its own sphere, homology is a 
thoroughly sound principle: that is, in faét, the root of the trouble ! 
The striking analogies to be drawn from biology and geology (the 
Studies in which systematic classification originated) appear to have 

. . The (Oxfo: x 
os having th same stale ad ~ ree ee. Fai pa 
type of StraGuse (but not necessarily in soa) ; sid of parts or 
sal lo lees fr x cop of thonty of 4. 36qo of Me. 
au 
Sayers’s ‘Manual that Dt. Richardson's order of ideas, or Fak homo- 
logical i in essence, 
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misled more than one distinguished librarian into treating an analogy 
as a universal principle. Yet it is now sixty-seven years since Herbert 
Spencer, in his essay, The Classification of the Sciences, whilst demolishing 
Comte’s system, actually anticipated and countered every argument put 
forward in our own day by Dr. Richardson and the other advocates of 
an (objedtive) “ order of things.” Spencer demonstrated beyond 
dispute that, so far from covering the whole realm of ideas in one 
series (which, of course, was never claimed by Comte), the sciences 
naturally confine themselves to natural phenomena approached in a 
particular way (the real differentia of a science), and that the same 
phenomena are aCtually covered by three groups of sciences approach- 
ing them in the same general way but in mutually different ways. 

In case the reader is still unconvinced of the non-validity of any 
one universal charaéteristic, let him consult the article Classification 
(of the fine arts) in Baldwin’s Dictionary of Philosophy and Psychology 
for the diverse criteria—none of them homological—used by different 
thinkers for classifying the fine arts. They include such principles as 
end, form, relation oF the material employed to the ideal expressed, 
historical development, relation to nature, es motive of 
design, etc. A recent writer on biology (Prot. Geddes, inter alia in his 
Biology, written with Prof. J. A. Thomson, 1925) ignores the claims of 
homology even in the study of biology itself and suggests the superior 
importance of grouping books on the subjeé in the first instance under 
morphology, palaeontology, ecology, etc. If we do not go all the way 
with Professor Geddes, we should now at least be somewhat cautious 
in advocating the use of homology as a universal characteristic. 

(3) “ Characteristics muft be consiflent, the same characteriftic being 

sought as the arranging factor in every object.” 


Clearly, the use here of the word “ obje&,” suggestive of museum 
specimens, is unwarranted, once we have accepted the principle that 
classification is essentially an ordering of ideas (as expressed in books) 
according to their normal associations. With all possible respec 
to Dr. Richardson, ideas are not “ objeéts ” or “ things.” If our initial 
premises are sound, the associations of, say, theological ideas will 
not pan out naturally on homological lines. Similarly with philosophy 
and art. There is no need to labour the point: we have already dealt 
adequately with this matter in discussing the preceding canon: the 
other aspe&t—that of cross-division—will be discussed next, with 
canon 4. 

(4) “ Characteriftics must be mutually exclusive ; no two headings should 

overlap.” 

In view of what we have written above, this canon appears to be 
impracticable. (The first part alone is unexceptionable, and, in the 
absence of much of the textual matter of the Manual, ought to vindicate 
Mr. Sayers from the homological predile€tions which distort the out- 
look of Prof. Richardson). Of course, so long as we persist in main- 
taining that the subje&-matter of a book is a clear-cut, discrete entity,— 
like a Steam-engine or sugar or printer’s ink—so long will we maintain 
Stoutly the logic of “ one objeé&t—one place.” But surely common- 
sense and common experience alike point to a different conclusion : 
viz., that books are normally written upon variable groups or associations 
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of ideas rather than upon isolated obje&ts. For example, when classi- 
fying a number of books on sports and pastimes, is it really more 
important to have one fixed place for, let us say, stool-ball or table 
tennis, than to allow for those perverse groupings (by “ cross- 
division ”) that writers wi// use, such as “ out-door games,” “ ball 
games,” “‘ traditional games,” “ children’s games,” “‘ week-end enter- 
tainments”” ? Though each particular game will naturally be men- 
tioned specifically only once in the schedules, it will necessarily be 
covered or implied by quite a number of other headings. Is it not a 
common experience that so much approximate placing is due to just 
this failure of headings to overlap ? Fortunately our praétical schemes 
are generally more liberal in this matter of “ cross-division ” than our 
theories : so we are never called on to face dire€tly the problem of 
whether our duty as classifiers requires us to classify the Code that 
are written or to insist that authors write books to fit our schedules ! 
It has always seemed to me that, provided our schedules follow 
sanely and soberly in each topic the current conventional usage of 
specialists in that topic, cross-division will produce far less confusion 
than would arise from a ruthless and literal application of canon 4. 
I will go so far as to assert that, in my opinion, cross-division is 
essential to the purpose of any general classification. 

(5) “ A classification must commence with terms of wide extension and of 
small intension, and proceed to terms of small extension and great 
intension.” 

Agreed: but what is here implied by “commence” and 

“ proceed”? The elementary logic of classification indicates two 
main series of relationships :—{1) those between genus and species, 
which we may think of as relations of hierarchy or subordination; and 
(2) those between genus and genus,—or species and species (¢.g., 
those between science and art, or between chemistry and biology, 
or between mechanical engineering and stru€tural enginering, /.c., 
between topics defined as hierarchically equal in each instance). 
We may call these latter relations of co-ordination (including both 
correlation, or “ bringing like things together” and differentiation, 
or “ separating unlike things ”’). 

Now, it is pre-eminently reasonable that, when analysing 
any one topic, we should always indicate accurately the relations of 
subordination by making the more general term precede the less 
general, and, in short, carry out canon 5 literally. Similarly with regard 
to general schemes :—the generalia class must always precede the 
specific topicclasses. But because (say) Dewey’s class o precedes class 1 
in accordance with canon 5, and for the same reason 1 precedes 11 and 
that precedes 111, does it necessarily follow that class 1 precedes class 2 
hierarchically? Let me assert at once and most emphatically that class 1 
should sot be a genus to the species of class 2. Their relationship is 
that of the co-ordination of hierarchically equal topics. Similarly 
with the relationships between (at random) 62 and 63, 943 and 944. 
The next canon throws further light on this problem :— 

(6) “ In this process the fleps muit be gradual, cach term modulating 

Srom the term before it into the term following, thus exhibiting 
perfect co-ordination of subjects.” 
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Here again the canon is y sound: but we must keep well 
in mind that we are still “ thinking vertically ” (.¢., hierarchically). 
Mr. Sayers means simply that the steps between genus and species (the 
individual differences) should be as small as possible—approximating 
to an “ indivisible atom ” of subdivision at every stage. We do not 
proceed from “‘ Mammalia” to “ Homo sapiens” at one leap: that 
way confusion lies. Our schedules may be likened to the photographic 
half-tone process: the finer the mesh the more exactly do we mirror 
the ideal world. 

So much for modulation from genus to species. But what of 
co-ordination of species within the genus ? That, as we have intimated 
above, is a separate process, not to be confused with that described in 
canons 5 and 6. We are now in a position to appreciate the amazing 
acrobatic feat of Professor Richardson when he appears to stand on his 
head by inverting his schedules. The student will remember how the 
Professor claims the alleged (homologous) “ order of nature ” to be 
“a series of growing complexity from the simplest to the most 
complex ” (purely a co-ordinate series of equal “ Concrete” sciences, 
be it observed): then suddenly and without warning the learned 


author discovers that the “ most complex” (which he presumably 
identifies with Mr. Sayers’s “ term of wide extension and smail in- 
tension”) should come first ;—and reverses his schedules accord- 
ingly—quite oblivious of the fa& that his mode of thinking has 


suddenly changed from the “ horizontal” (co-ordinate) to the “ ver- 
tical ” (hierarchic). 

(7) “ The enumeration of parts must be exhaustive.” 

Agreed. We may assume, I think, that Mr. Sayers has in mind 
the use of some such safety device as Dewey’s “ . . 9, other topics ” : 
only Dewey does not use this device often enough or consistently 
enough: it is logically essential at every Stage of sub-division,— 
human foresight being notoriously limited ! 

With regard to canons 8 and 9 (on terms, their consistency, and 
the absence of critical or evaluative opinion) I am in entire agreement ; 
and also with canon 10, which indicates the need for generalia and form 
classes and divisions. This last canon frankly admits the vital import- 
ance of subjective criteria. | My contention is that the subjective 
criterion is the only possible working basis (as it is the only actual 
working basis) for the classification of books. 

The canons on notation are slightly more controversial. Canon 
11 insists on a sign for every topic classified: obviously there is no 
fault to be found here. But then comes canon 12 :— 


(12) “ The notation should be pure, that is to say, it should be confined 

entirely to one kind of symbol.” 

Now that, I contend, is too much a matter of opinion to be 
regarded as in any sense a canon. I sympathise with Mr. Sayers’s 
obvious desire for simplicity and lucidity :—but then why could he not 
leave it at that? Those who favour, say, alphabetical main classes 
with decimal sub-division may be in error; but surely they do not 
deserve to be excommunicated and utterly damned by the Athanasian 


pogma of canon 12! 
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Canon 13 deals with the flexibility of notation. My sole objection 
is to the use of the expression ; “. . . to permit of the re-division of 
any mumber ...” Surely that is too prejudiced an expression for a 
canon, suggesting, in conjunétion with canon 12, that Dewey’s notation 
is the only way of salvation ? I appreciate Mr. Sayers’s terminological 
difficulty ; so | make him a present of the suggestion that he might 
interpret the word “ sign ” to signify an individual figure, letter, etc., 
and the word “ symbol” to mean a group of signs. Thus, when a 
species is differentiated from its genus, a sign is added to the symbol 
representing the genus. 

We have now concluded our survey. Space (to say nothing of the 
reader’s patience) will hardly permit me to set out a revised version 
of the canons, but I trust that the general trend of my argument will 
now be sufficiently clear to enable the reader to do this for himself 
should he also desire. By way of general conclusion I can only 
permit myself the remark that, though I have found it necessary to 
dissent strongly from the aétual statement of several of all the more 
significant canons, yet, in every instance, I feel that the spirit of gen- 
eral intention behind that statement was always sound. Is it too much 
to ask Mr. Sayers, when publishing his next book, thoroughly to revise 
the canons by pruning away all mere expressions of opinion and of 
special theory, so as to bring them into line with Mr. Bliss’s basic 
principles (I quote from a letter in the “ Library Association Record ” 
for May, 1931) of “ Subordination of the special to the general, 
gradation by speciality, and collocation of the closely related subjects 
for maximal efficiency ” ? 


The Library Association Annual 


Conference 
CHELTENHAM, AUGUST 31st ro SEPTEMBER 5Tu, 1931. 


Tue 54th Annual Conference of the Library Association will be held 
at Cheltenham from August 31st to September sth, 1931. It is expected 
that nearly one thousand delegates will attend and a programme 
representative of all sides of library aétivity is being arranged. A 
provisional summary of some of the proposed meetings is given below, 
as a guide to the general scheme of the Conference. 

A meeting which will be international in charaéter will take place 
on the evening of Wednesday, September znd. Dr. T. P. Sevensma 
(Librarian of the League of Nations), will speak on “ Appreciation of 
Modern Librarianship.” This will be followed by a paper by Mr. L. R. 
Wilson (representing the American Library Associations); it is 
hoped that other foreign delegates will take part in the discussion. 

Wednesday morning, September 2nd, is left free for a general 
session devoted to discussion on “ The Status of the Public Library 
Service from the Standpoint of Governing Bodies” (to include 
legislation in respect of libraries throughout the country). This will 
be opened by a paper by Mr. P. E. Meadon, C.B.E., M.A. (Direétor 
of Education for Lancashire) and a number of well-known representa- 
tives of Municipal, County and other Associations will take part in the 
ensuing discussion. 
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On Tuesday, September 1st, Sir Henry Miers, M.A., D.Sc., 
F.R.S., will read a paper on “ The Development of Regional Library 
Systems.” Another interesting general session should prove to be 
that on “ Hospital Libraries: Book Service for Patients,” when the 
Very Rev. W. R. Inge, D.D. (Dean of St. Paul’s) will speak and the 
discussion will be opened by Sir Bruce Bruce-Porter, K.B.E., C.M.G. 
This will take place on the evening of Monday, August 3 rst. 

A Public Meeting of general interest will take place on the 
Wednesday evening. Sir John Reith (Direétor-Generai, British 
Broadcasting Corporation) will speak on “ B.B.C. Listening Groups ” 
(in relation to public libraries); this will be followed by a paper on 
“The Duties of Public Libraries in conneétion with Recreational 
Reading,” by Rev. Canon J. O. Hannay, M.A. (George A. Birming- 
ham). 

Other topics at general or seétional meetings will be: ‘ De- 
centralisation in County Library Work ” (by Mr. E. Osborne, F.L.A., 
Derbyshire County Librarian); ‘“‘ The Place of the Library in the 
University” (by Professor A. Hamilton Thompson, Leeds University) ; 
“ The Future of County Libraries ” (by Mr. E. Salter Davies, M.A., 
Direé&tor of Education for Kent); ‘‘ Small Municipal Libraries ” 
(introduced by Lieut.-Colonel J. M. Mitchell, O.B.E., M.C., M.A., 
President-ele&) ; “‘ New Methods in Library Technique ” (introduced 
by Mr. J. E. Walker, F.L.A., Chief Librarian, Hendon) ; and “ Refer- 
ence Library Policy ” (introduced by Mr. H. M. Cashmore, Birming- 
ham City Librarian). 


We understand from our Cheltenham correspondent, that hotel 
bookings have been rapid and numerous, and that while some hotels 
are fully booked there yet remain a considerable number of good 
private hotels and apartment houses where accommodation is available. 
Intending visitors to the Conference who experience any difficulty in 
securing accommodation should not hesitate to a&t on the paragraph 
which was inserted in the Hotel List in March last instru€ting delegates 
in such cases to make application to Mrs. Bisset, Spa Bureau 
Manageress, Town Hall, Cheltenham, who will be pleased to give 
requirements immediate attention. 

At the moment of our going to press, we learn that the Programme 
is not quite ready for circulation to members, but it may be said that the 
arrangements for speakers and papers are of an attractive nature, 
and the presence of several overseas and continental visitors, particu- 
larly members of the International Federation of Library Associations, 
which body is holding its third Annual Meeting simultaneously in 
Cheltenham, will give the Conference something of an international 
charaéter. 

Most of the meetings will take place in the very conveniently 
arranged suite of rooms comprising the Town Hall. When the 
number of sessions running simultaneously is greater than these halls 
will accommodate, the Ladies’ College and the Art Gallery will be used. 

The Exhibition, which promises to be the biggest venture of its 
kind attempted by the Association, will be held in the Winter Gardens, 
immediately adjoining the Town Hall. Most of those who have 
participated in this display in recent years will be prominent again, 
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and several new-comers will be showing their appliances and publica- 
tions. 

The Reception to be given by the Library Association in honour 
of Colonel Mitchell (President-ele&) and Mrs. Mitchell, on the night of 
Tuesday, September rst, will take place in the Town Hall, and it is 
hoped that many will “ come and trip it as ye go, on the light fantastic 
toe”’ on the spring floor, which is one of the finest in the western 
counties. Dancing will continue until 1 a.m. 

On Wednesday afternoon, at 4 p.m., a Garden Party will be given 
by the Mayor of Cheltenham (Alderman P. P. Taylor, ].P.) in Pittville 
Park. This is probably the most beautiful venue with a setting of 
Regency architecture to be seen in England, the Pump Room, built 
by Joseph Pitt, M.P., in 1825, being in itself an object of considerable 
beauty. The band of the Royal Army Service Corps will discourse 
music during the afternoon. 

\rrangements have been made for visitors to see something of the 
famous Phillipps Library, now the property of Mr. T. FitzRoy Fen- 
wick, M.A., at Thirlestaine House, Cheltenham. Mr. Fenwick has 
very kindly agreed to open his house daily to delegates. Then 
Cheltenham College will be open to inspection, and, though dating 
back no earlier than 1841, this public school has many associations 
with famous names such as John Morley, F. W. H. Myers, and Edward 
Adrian Wilson. To both the latter there are memorials in the form of 
woodcarving and a stained glass window in the College Chapel, which 
should be seen. The equally interesting and perhaps more famous 
Ladies’ College will also be available for inspection at stated hours. 
Other points of interest, such as the house where Tennyson wrote 
part of “In Memoriam” at 10, St. James’s Square, the house in 
which William Charles Macready, tragedian, died, and in which his 
son, General Rt. Hon. Sir Nevil Macready, Bart., first saw light at 6, 
Wellington Square, and other houses with literary associations, will be 
brought to notice. Those interested in drama, particularly the work 
of James Elroy Flecker, whose home was in Cheltenham, might like 
to make a pilgrimage to his grave which is near the entrance of Chel- 
tenham Cemetery at Prestbury. Facilities for tennis and for golf will 
be available. The old-world town of Tewkesbury, with its half- 
timbered houses, and which was the main scene of “ John Halifax, 
Gentleman,” is within eight miles, and easily reached by motor 
*bus, while the county town of Gloucester can be reached in fifteen 
minutes by train. Here the Cathedral, which has one of the finest 
towers in Europe, the New Inn in Northgate Street, and the “* Monk’s 
Retreat” in Westgate Street, are places with ancient associations 
and well worth seeing. The Public Libraries and Museums in Chel- 
tenham and Gloucester will be available for the inspection of those 
who prefer to break away from any part of the programme which does 
not particularly appeal to them. Cheltenham Art Gallery has a re- 
markably good collection of pictures of the Dutch School, and the 
collection of modern British pi€tures, which has grown to considerable 
dimensions during’recent years, will also be on view. 

The Conference Committee have decided that the whole of 
Friday should be kept free for excursions and walks. A whole-day 
circular Cotswold tour, limited to two hundred, has been arranged, 
and, in addition, particularly to meet those who wish to have Friday 











PITMAN’S BOOKS 


Exhibited at Cheltenham, Stand No. 18 








AERONAUTICS 
Air Navigation for the Private Owner. By 
Frank A. Swoffer. Crown 8vo, 140 pp. 7/6 net 
Flying as a Career. By Major Oliver Stewart, 
M.C. Crown 8vo, 96 pp., illustrated. 3/6 net. 


ART 
British Water-colour Painting and Painters of 
To-day. By J. Littlejohns, R.B.A., R.B.C., 
4.R.W.A. Demy 4to, cloth gilt, 152 pp., with 
40 colour plates. 25/- net. 
The Technique of Oil Painting. By Leonard 
Richmond, R.O.1., R.B.A. Demy 4to, cloth 
gilt, 152 pp., with 47 colour plates. 21/- net 


BANKING 
The Law Relating to Banking and Foreign 
Exchange. By L. Le M. Minty. Crown 4to, half 
leather gilt, 384 pp. 20/- net 
The Mortgage Bank. By J. L. 


. Cohen, M.A 
Demy 8vo, cloth gilt. 10/6 net. 


COMMERCE 
Income Tax Handbook for Company Secre- 
taries. By C. W. Chivers. Demy 8vo, cloth gilt, 
160 pp. 5/- net. 
Modern Office Management. By H. W. Simpson, 
F.C.1.S. Demy 8vo, cloth gilt, 328 pp. 7/6 net. 


ENGINEERING 
Uniflow, Back-Pressure and Steam Extraction 
Engines. By Eng. Lt.-Com. T. Allen. Medium 
8vo, cloth gilt, 680 pp. 42/- net. 
Sags and Tensions in Overhead Lines. By C. G. 
Watson, M.I.E.E. Demy 8vo, cloth, 208 pp. 


12/6 net. 

GENERAL 
Social and Economic (Geography. By L. 
Brettle, M.A., F.R.G.S. Medium 8vo, cloth gilt, 
476 pp., with 181 illustrations, maps and dia- 
grams. 10/6 net. 
How to Succeed in Your Examination. By W. 
W. Miller, B.A. Crown 8vo, cloth, 108 pp. 3/6 
net. 


Educational, Art, Language, General and other subjects 


q Complete Catalogues of Books on Commercial, Technical, 


will be sent immediately on request. 


Sir Isaac Pitman & Sons, Ltd., Parker St., Kingsway, w.c.2 




















Library Association Conference 


CHELTENHAM. 





August 3ist to September 5th, 1931. 





We again extend to all Librarians a hearty invitation to visit 


our EXHIBIT, at 





STAND 


No. 6 


(in the Winter Garden) 


where we are showing specimens of our various Bindings for 
Public and County Libraries, Universities, Schools, etc., and 
a comprehensive stock of Remainders and Second-hand 


books. 


Do not fail to call at STAND No. 6 








B. RILEY & CO. LTD. 


Library Bookbinders & Booksellers, 


366 LEEDS RD., HUDDERSFIELD 
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morning at the Exhibition or to see other features in Cheltenham, an 
afternoon tour to Bibury, limited to one hundred, and a walk over 
Cleeve Hill to Belas Knapp, a prehistoric burial mound, are being 
organised. Should the demand for these tours exceed the limits 
which are imposed by catering facilities, the Honorary Local Secretary 
will be glad to arrange for supplementary outings to such points as 
may be favoured by the majority of those who wish to participate. 
This means that bookings for the excursions will be taken striétly 
in the order of the date of application, for which purpose a question- 
naire will be sent out at an early date. 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear HERACLITUs, 

There always have been good and bad chiefs in every profession, 
and your reminiscences leave me with the impression that you have 
been one of several unfortunates I have known who seem to have 
battered themselves against the peculiar mentality which was not 
uncommon in the defenders of the indicator. I accept your two 
episodes as truth; there were such men; such men will be again, 
but they will coruscate in other ways than by refusing time off for 
examinations or by kicking boxes across libraries. I knew one quite 
famous librarian who was always incapable of finding his way to his 
room after the Annual Dinner, but that was years ago. I can remember 
one sub-librarian who because something irritated him scattered a 
tray of card charges over the lending library floor. I, with a 
now distinguished librarian, spent hours in resolving order out of the 
resulting chaos. But these things are memories on which I prefer not 
to dwell ; there were so many men who were not small or mean or 
uncontrolled. 

I must not pursue your letter further, because I have been reading 
in The Library Assistant for June 

THESE SALUTARY LINEs— 
how one does love the admonition of the young sparks of to-day! ; 
thus :— 

‘ There is the Library World, which sometimes, one is glad 
to say, does remember its function, but which is chiefly notable 
for a correspondence which revolves interminably about some 
yet-to-be-discovered focus. The writers apparently are Greek. 
Their letters often are to me, since the points they make are 
usually in reply to some letter in a previous number which | 
have forgotten. A monument to the futility of controversy.” 

That is full of truth, and I, a new-comer in these letters, who by the 
way am not Greek, feel with its writer that argument is usually 
futile. Of course you may reply that he is merely boasting of his bad 
memory, and shows his woeful want of intelligence in expecting a 
focus in ‘‘ Our Affairs.” It does show however that references to 
past letters are to be avoided because our young critics cannot endure 
continuity of thought and are “ too tired,” poor pets, to look up 
what they cannot remember. 

I note that a contemporary is pursuing an enquiry in 

















L.A. CONFERENCE 


CheLibraco Exhibit 


N exhibit that will be of practical interest to 
A Librarians will be shown in the Official Exhibition 

at the forthcoming Conference. It will be repre- 
sentative of the high standard that has been reached in 
the equipment of Modern Libraries. There will be 
examples of ‘‘Vernier’’ and other types of Steel and Wood 
Shelving, Wall and Island Bookcases, Methods of 
Guiding the Library, Reading and Reference Library 
Equipment, etc., including Display Stands, Adjustable 
Magazine Rack, Book Trolleys, Card and Sheaf Cata- 
logues, and all kinds of supplies and appliances. Numer- 
ous plans, drawings and photographs will be shown, 
covering the requirements of Central and District 
Libraries, the Small Town Library, County Libraries, 
Children’s Libraries, University Libraries, ete. 


Libraco Information Bureau 


An Information Bureau on all matters pertaining to the 
planning and equipment of libraries, with drawing office 
facilities, has been maintained for many years by us. 
Many difficult problems of converting and adapting old 
buildings have been successfully solved, and a great 
store of valuable information, plans, etc., has been 
accumulated. 

Service is free of obligation to Librarians, Library 
Committees and Architects, and considerable use has 
been made of the Bureau both here and abroad. 


LIBRACO LIMITED 
62 Cannon St., London 


WORKS AT CHARLTON, S.E. 




















16 Tue Lisrary WoriLp 


Liprary PusLiciry 

and several have contributed their wisdom to it. I hate publicity, 
horn-blowing, public gesticulation, ink-slinging and foolish advertise- 
ment. Most advertisement is foolish. What is it all for? These 
bulletins with reading lists, long annotations of books, lists of lectures, 
scraps from books often ill-chosen. Whoever reads or is influenced 
by them one iota ? Fancy placarding my library, as I believe one well- 
known librarian suggests, with posters saying a library is the people’s 
university, with a picture of a loudspeaker or gramophone horn to 
accentuate the untruth! Surely, if you have a good library stock 
you will get readers of the right kind. It all lies there ; “‘ books for the 
right readers” is a far better shout than “ books for everybody 
whether they want ’em or not,” which seems to be the order of the 
day. I hear of a librarian boasting that he issues 10,000 volumes.in a 
branch library weekly. Why boast, when the stuff he issues is largely 
the proletariat’s substitute for The News of the World ? Reading 
is not a good thing when no thought accompanies it. I think you 
moderns have got the public library wrong. It is an institution for 
the culture of reading ; the reading of the best ; it ought to eschew the 
tenth-rate and any other rate except the first. Circulation figures 
leave my temperature arétic. To come back to publicity; the only 
sort that has any value is the recommendation the sound reader gives 
to his fellows of the excellence of our service. 

This year’s 

CONFERENCE 

draws near apace, and | think I shall go to Cheltenham, although of 
late 1 see a great many “ ghosts ” of the men I knew at conferences. 
It’s a penalty of the years. The new, huge L.A., with its Divisions, 
Seétions, Sub-Sections, Committees and what not has become inhuman, 
or at least it has lost the old intimacy that marked the days of MacAlister, 
Tedder and their like. No more can one get up enthusiasm over 
class-lists versus dictionary forms of catalogue, references to indicators 
are received with polite frigidity, and real debates are as extiné 
as are top-hats. Yet, in some corner of the Hubbub couched, I may 
meet a few survivors and try to cheer on our successors, as far as my 
conservative nature will allow. 

The preliminary selection for 

THe HampstEAD APPOINTMENT 

and its final result show that men over forty have now-a-days little 
chance of securing appointments. This is the outcome quite obvicusly 
of the Local Government Officers Superannuation A&. A man of 
forty-five, whatever his qualifications, has a smaller superannuation 
exchange value than one ten years younger. Another point was the 
love shown by the seleé&tion committee for graduates, two of whom 
in the selection had no experience of municipal library work. The 
ultimate choice is satisfactory to all of us, even to those older men— 
some of them Mr. McColvin’s own former senior colleagues and men 
of as high reputation as his own—who were also candidates. I envy 
him his job. 

The word on 
reminds me that in Bacup a councillor has become librarian at four 
pounds a week. I don’t envy him his job as the fact of his appointment 
gives the measure of the value the local town council attaches to it. 


- 











NOW READY 


Cr. 8vo, Cloth Bound and Taped 


The Watcher onthe Tower 
A. G. Hales 
A Lindsay o’ the Dale 
A. G. Hales 
Black Prince Peter 
A. G. Hales 
The Price of Love 
Arthur Applin 
A Broken Honeymoon 
Cecil H. Bullivant 
Our Lady of Darkness 
Albert Dorrington and A. G. Stephens 
The Lure of Gold 
Julia Cleft-Addams 
Two Men and Gwenda 
Mabel Barnes-Grundy 


_ Library Editions 3/6 net 
WRIGHT & BROWN 


12-14 Red Lion Court 
Fleet Street E.C.4 














All your book 
requirements can 
be obtained from 
Foyle’s enormous 
stock of books on 
all subjects. 


For instance—the catalogues issued by their 
Technical and Art Depts. are the largest ever 
issued. The former totals 100 pages, is class- 
ified in 450 sections and contains New and 
Secondhand works. The Art Catalogue totals 
110 pages, is classified into approximately 
200 sections and contains New and Second- 
hand and Out-of-Print Works. 


Their Literature Dept. issues three catalogues 
which completely cover the fields of Litera- 
ture and Fiction. Any of the above cata- 
logues will gladly be sent gratis to all Libra- 
rians on application. 


FOYLE’S 


LIBRARIES DEPARTMENT 
Charing Cross Road, London, W.C.2 








The 
for 


NATURE BOOKS 


The R.T.S. List of Nature Books contains 
particulars of 32 volumes, including : 


CREATURES OF THE SEA, by 
Frank T. Butien, F.R.G.S. 6s. net 


WILD FLOWERS OF THE YEAR, 
by Anne Pratt 7s. 6d. net 


BIRDLAND, by Otiver G. Prxe, 
F.ZS., F.R.PS. 6s. net 


EVERY ONE’S BOOK OF as Hees 
NATURAL HISTORY, as 
Perciva. WestTe.t, F. L. FS! A. 
Scot.. ” 6s. net 


FIFTY-TWO NATURE RAMBLES, 
by W. Percivat WeEsTeLL, F.LS., 
F.S.A.Scot. 6s. net 


TRAVEL BOOKS 


WANDERINGS IN WIDEST AFRICA, 
by Ducato Camppeir, F.R.G.S 
Fully illustrated 7s. 6d. net 


THE ROME OF ST. PAUL, by ALBErt 
G. Mackinnon, M.A., D.D. Well 
tllustrated in photogravure from photo- 
graphs of Ancient Rome, reconstructed 
by Professor Giuseppe Gatteschi 

7s. 6d. net 
And many others. 


ARCHAOLOGICAL 
BOOKS 


An Important Series of 17 Books by 


Str E. A. WALLIS BUDGE, M.A., 
Litt.D., F.S.A 
JAMES BAIKIE, F.R.AS. 


Pror. R. A. S. MACALISTER, LL.D., 
Litt.D., F.S.A 


Sir W. M. FLINDERS PETRIE, 
and others. 


BOOKS FOR BOYS 
AND GIRLS 


Over 600 titles of books for boys and girls 
are included in the JUVENILE List 
which is specially arranged for easy refer- 
ence. 


Send for L.W. Catalogue 


The ReligiousTract Society 
At The Sign of Good Books 
4 BOUVERIE STREET 
LONDON, E.C.4 
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The time is surely coming when town councils will be compelled to 
use the citizens’ money in securing trained services for library posts. 
I had believed that such an appointment was impossible to-day, 
and in an enlightened county like Lancs. it would have seemed even 
more impossible than elsewhere—except that, of course, there was a 
similar little job in one of the Lancashire towns about fifteen years ago. 
Will the L.A. accept the new “ librarian ” in membership ? 
AMEL-ANU. 
[We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of 
“ Lerrers ON Our ArFratrs.”—Editor, THe Liprary Wor.p.]} 


Personal News 


One of the Librarians in London who was in the front rank at 
the beginning of the century, and who is still in office and very vital in 
activity, is Mr. Albert Cawthorne, of Stepney. He is as young in 
spirit as he was thirty years ago, and it may be of interest to many of his 
friends to know that only last month the Stepney Borough Council, 
in recognition of his services, increased his salary by {100 per annum, 
and ante-dated the increase twelve months. 

Mr. Wiiuram Bowman, Second Senior, to be Senior Assistant, 
Public Libraries, Middlesbrough. 

Mr. GeorGe Freperick LeiGuron, Senior Assistant, Public 
Libraries, Middlesbrough, to be Librarian, Public Library, Radclitte, 
Lancs. 

Mr. W. MAckeENzie, Junior Assistant, to be Assistant, Dagenham 
Public Libraries. Salary, {160-200. 

Mr. W. C. Pucsrey, F.L.A., Senior Assistant, to be Branch 
Librarian, Dagenham. Salary, £250-300, plus £25 for Diploma. 

Mr. E. O. Reep, A.L.A., Assistant, to be Senior Assistant, 
Dagenham. Salary, {£200-250, plus {10 for part Diploma. 

Miss M. Spear, Assistant, Newport, to be Assistant, Dagenham. 
Salary, {160-200. 

Mr. S. W. J. Tayzor, Assistant, Taunton, to be Assistant, 
Dagenham. Salary, {160-200. 

Mr. G. W. WicGs, to be Junior Assistant, Dagenham (Matri- 
culated). Salary, {80-156. 

Mr. A. WriGurt, to be Junior Assistant, Dagenham (Matricu- 
lated). Salary, £80-156. 








Wastell’s Educational Supply Service 
London, N.17 


The Personal Service 
will be at Cheltenham 
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Library Topics 


{The Editor of THe Liprary Wor p would be glad if Librarians would 
furnish Topics of Professional Interest relating to their Libraries for 
insertion in these columns. Matter should reach the Editorial Offices 
not later than the first day of each month.| 


Bristol 


An original and useful publication has recently been produced 
by Bristol Public Libraries in the form of a list of books on “ Careers.” 
The field covered is wide and should prove of real value to parents 
and others interested in the choice of a career. 


Burnley 

Ethel Mannin, the novelist, contributes an excellent article on 
“‘ Holiday Reading ” to the June publication of the Burnley Journa/. 
There is also a list of “ interesting” new books besides the usual 
annotated book list. 


Cambridge 

No. 11 of the Public Library Record and Book List is as usual filled 
with interesting matter. The articles, although as they should be, purely 
local, will prove most interesting to other readers. ‘‘ Newspaper Work 
in Cambridge” is contributed by Morley Stuart, the Editor of The 
Cambridge Daily News ; ‘‘ Wicken Fen” Notes and Memories, by 
D. G. Reid; and ‘“ Cambridge Periodicals,” 1750-1931, by Mr. 
Fenton himself. 

All these articles are illustrated and we have no hesitation in 
placing this Bulletin among the first flight. 


Darlington 

Bulletin No. 9 is just to hand. Edited by the Library Staff and 
issued quarterly, this issue contains a very fine and well balanced 
list of additions to the stock of the Library. A rather interesting and 
arresting little note calling attention to the contents of the Museum is 
also included. 


Hendon 

Two publications of interest by Hendon Libraries are a neatly 
produced list of Travel Books and an instructive and interesting guide 
tor the Juvenile members of the Library. 


Ipswich 

During June a very fine pageant play, by the Librarian, Mr. 
Lionel Roy McColvin, was produced .in the Upper Arboretum, 
Ipswich. The play, “ To Kill the Queen,” is published by Noel 
Douglas at 3s. 6d. (cloth) and is well worth adding to the stock of any 
library. 











Dunn & Wilson Limited 
EXTENSION OF PREMISES 


OWING TO THE STEADY INCREASE IN OUR BUSINESS SINCE WE 
BUILT OUR MODERN BINDERY SIX YEARS AGO, WE ARE AGAIN 
COMPELLED TO MAKE AN EXTENSION THAT WILL DOUBLE OUR 
PRESENT EXTENSIVE FLOOR AREA. 


IT NEED HARDLY BE STATED THAT THE PRESSING NEED FOR 
THIS EXTENSION, WHICH IS NOW IN COURSE OF COMPLETION, 
IS AN UNDOUBTED COMPLIMENT TO OUR WORKMANSHIP AND 
SERVICE. 
WORKING CONDITIONS. 

“I have no hesitation in publicly stating that the business of 

Messrs. Dunn and Wilson, Limited, Bookbinders, Falkirk, is 

carried on under correct Trade Uaion conditions, and that the 

employees are all Union Members.” 

James CAMPBELL, Secretary National Union of Bookbinders. 


THE SATISFACTION OF LIBRARIANS 
HAS BEEN OUR SUCCESS. 


Bellevue Bindery Falkirk, Scotland 





Leeds 


The June number of the Commercial and Technical Bulletin 
gives a list of “ current data,” guides, directories, trade indexes, etc. 
It summarizes the excellent service available to business men of Leeds. 


Leyton 

A very useful list of Books on Photography available at the Central 
and Branch Lending Libraries has been compiled by Mr. J. D. Perry, 
the Librarian of the Leytonstone Branch. 


Liverpool 

In connection with the William Roscoe Centenary Exhibition 
which is being held in the Exhibition Hall of the Public Library, the 
Libraries Committee have issued a very tastefully arranged illustrated 
Catalogue of the exhibits. The Exhibition is remaining open until 
July 18th. 


London. 
Miner Pustiic Lisrary 

Mr. D. S. Young, F.L.A., has hit upon a very ingenious method 
of obtaining publicity for the very fine library under his charge. A 
Shopping Guide of the distri& served by the Library has been issued 
containing practically all the information the local resident is likely to 
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require ; Tram, Train, Bus, Postal and Medical Services, etc. This 
in itself, although useful, is not new. The important feature of the 
Guide however, is the Local Library Service and it is here that Mr. 
Young shines. He has brought together all the information relating 
to his library and incorporated some very fine photographs of the 
various departments under his control. It is altogether a very fine 
piece of propaganda work and is one that any public Library Authority 
should be proud of. 
SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS 

The Bulletin for June contains the third of a series of articles by 
B. M. Headicar. It is entitled ‘ Aids to Research: How to Use a 
Library.” 


Montrose 


The Montrose Review, dated May 29th, 1931, gives an account of 
the excellent system of co-operation between the County and Borough 
Libraries which enables them to provide an outstanding example of 
comprehensive service to readers. A tribute is also paid to the 
“ cheerful and obliging staff.” 


Norwich 


Attention is drawn to the Defoe Bi-Centenary in the June issue 
of the Norwich Readers’ Guide. A list of books by and about Defoe 
is included, together with a large list of recently added books. 


Shefiield 


The Woodhouse Branch Library was opened on Wednesday, 
May 2oth. This is the second of a series of Libraries to be built under 
the new programme. 

Books and Readers is too well-known to need any introduétion. 
The May issue contains the usual Public Library notes, list of additions 
to Libraries and some notes and books on Arts and Crafts in the home. 
Topical List No. 11 is devoted to Books on the History of Sheffield ; 
it is issued in connection with the Local Pageant held during the period 
June 22nd to June 27th. 


Sunderland 


The Library recently held an exhibition of the work of the talented 
Canadian artist, Mrs. Mary E. Dignan. The greater part of theexhibition 
consisted of Mrs. Dignan’s beautiful portrayals of the Canadian 
Autumn. 

The 1218t Loan Exhibition is being held in the Art Gallery from 
July 1st to August 30th next. It consists of 53 paintings by Hesketh 
Hubbard, Charles Oppenheimer and the late Tom Mostyn. 


Swinton and Pendlebury 

Notable in the June number of these combined libraries’ publica- 
tions are the Rambling Notes about Old Manchester, by J. E. Preston 
Maddock, and More Rhymes for Little Readers. Some of the latter 
are very apt. 
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The July issue of the Bulletin contains the concluding chapter of 
“ Rambling Notes about Old Manchester.” This is from the pen of no 
less a celebrity than J. E. Preston Muddock, the famous novelist, 
who is better known as ‘““Dick Donnovan.” The issue also contains a 
charming Story for children and an interesting article on George 
Borrow. These are of course in addition to the usual list of new books. 
For a small library system we consider this magazine a model of what a 
Bulletin should be. It is dignified and splendidly produced. _ Just the 


type that a reader will pick up and read from cover to cover. 


Library Reports 


BatrerseA Public Libraries.—4q4th Annual Report, 1930-31. 
Librarian, |. Frederick Hogg, F.L.A. Population, 167,739. Rate, 
3.4d. Income from Rate, £13,658. Stock: Central, Lending, 
35,192; Reference, 33,451; Branches, Lending, 27,933 ; Reference, 
2,167. Additions, 6,466. Withdrawals, 1,520. Issues: Central, 
Lending, 316,516; Junior, 17,225 ; Reference, 173,209; Branches, 
Lending, 209,152; Reference, 30,764. Borrowers, 20,466; extra 
tickets, 8,921. Branches, 2. 

The work of the Libraries submitted in the above Report constitutes a record 
in their activities since their inauguration. The total issues are 106,976 in advance 
of last year’s, and 500,000 above those of forty years ago. The increase is largely 
attributed to the great advancement in the educational facilities provided for the 
young people of to-day, which makes it possible for all classes to obtain advantage 
of a University education by means of scholarships. The Libraries provide the 
necessary books for their Studies. Through the bequest of the late Mr. G. W. 
Young, the Libraries were greatly enriched during the year by over 800 books, 
2,000 pamphlets, and a colleétion of geological and archaeological specimens. 
Visitors to the Art Gallery and Museum were eStimated at 13,313. The Report is 
illustrated. 


Bermonpsey Public Libraries and Museum.—A Year’s Reading in 
Bermondsey : a summary report of the Libraries Committee for the 
year ending 31$t March, 1931. Chief Librarian and Curator, James 
D. Stewart, F.L.A. Population, 113,800. Stock : Central, Lending, 
20,655; Junior, 3,487; Reference, 8,688; Branches, Lending, 
25,5333 Junior, 3,749; Reference, 858. Additions, 3,379. Wéith- 
drawals, 3,057. Issues: Central, Lending, 138,510; Junior, 
Lending, 53,446; Reference, 69,889; Junior, Reference, 26,934 ; 
Branches, Lending, 98,851; Junior, Lending, 32,629; Junior, 
Reference, 17,215. Borrowers, 15,894. Branches, 2. 

A glance at the graph at the end of the Report cannot fail to impress one with 
the phenomenal growth of the circulation from the Libraries since the commence- 
ment of the re-organisation of the syStem in 1924. From 220,000 the issues have 
jumped to 460,000 in eight years, and it seems highly probable that the half-million 
mark will be left far behind during the present year. The Central Reference Library 
completed its first full year’s working since being re-modelled, and the results 
more than justify the change over. The use of reference books has increased by 400 
per cent. in the last two years. The resources of the Picture Collection were drawn 
upon to the extent of 17,460 items, chiefly by teachers for lesson illustration in 
schools. The agp have been used by school classes at the Central Library, 
with the aid of the epidiascope on 44 occasions. The two Halls at the Central 
Library were let for 137 public meetings, le€tures, etc. 


. 
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BLACKBURN Public Library, Museum and Art Gallery.—Report 
of the Committee for the year ending 31$t March, 1931. Librarian 
and Curator, R. Ashton, F.L.A. Population, 129,400. Rate, 2.4d. 
Income from Rate, £7,080. Stock: Lending, 42,992; Reference, 
25,542. Additions, 6,672. Withdrawals, 3,157. Issues: Lending, 
760,713; Reference, 26,65;9—open shelves, 40,000; Schools, 
98,003. Borrowers, 27,121; extra tickets, 4,060, 

The Steady and consi$tent increase in the number of users of the Library, 
and the consequent growth in the circulation of books makes the lack of accommo- 
dation more apparent than ever. It seems a great pity, therefore, that the scheme 
for building two branch libraries should, for the present at any rate, have been 
shelved. Suggestions, however, for extending the existing premises, have been 
approved by the Town Council. With the idea of purifying the newsroom it was 
decided to obliterate the betting news from all newspapers. 85 volumes were 
loaned to the National Central Library. Regional co-operation with neighbouring 
libraries has been continued with marked success. The Museum and Art Gallery 
attracted, it was eStimated, 50,000 visitors during the year. 


BuRNLEY Public Libraries—17th Annual Report. Borough Librarian, 
W. Bramley Coupland. Population, 103,600. Income from Rate, 
£9,037. Stock: Lending, 14,700; Juvenile, 4,345; Reference, 
5,370; Branches, 31,576. Issues: Lending, 255,747; Juvenile, 
64,589; Reference, 50,679; Branches, 348,322; Distributing 
Libraries, 57,260; Blind readers, 1,357; School Libraries, 36,839. 
Borrowers, 21,405; every borrower is provided with an extra 
ticket for non-fictional books. 

The period under review is of more than usual interest, as it includes an impor- 
tant development in the history of the library service, namely the opening of the new 
Central Library by the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, C.M.G., LL.D. Since this 
event there has been a substantial influx of new borrowers, who have caused a huge 
rise in the circulation of books. In spite of the attraétion of the new library, the 
branches have maintained their high degree of usefulness, and both report increased 
issues. A series of modern poetry and dramatic readings were well attended and 
appreciated, as were the wireless discussions groups, and the public le€tures. 
CuetseA Public Library.—44th Annual Report. Borough Librarian, 

\rmitage Denton. Population, 63,700. Rate, 1.22d. Income from 
Rate, £5,390. Stock: Lending, 42,688 ; Junior, 1,456; Reference, 
39,062. Additions, 2,388. Withdrawals, 2,758. Issues: Lending, 
215,855; Junior, 12,936; Reference, 76,045. Borrowers, 7,074 ; 
extra tickets, 3,907. 

The Report covers the first completed year’s working since the re-organisation 
of the Library. The figures given show a Steady advance during the whole year, 
and prove that the change-over is fully justified. The Library suffered a considerable 
loss of borrowers by the removal of Whiteland’s Training “eC The students 
from there were large users of all departments of the Library. The Juvenile stock 
has been revised and re-arranged and by this means it is hoped to encourage many 
more young people to become borrowers. 26,306 items from the Illustration 
Colleétion were used in the Library, or borrowed for home use. 

HupDERSFIELD Public Libraries and Art Gallery.—33rd Annual 
Report. Librarian and Curator, Horace Goulden, F.L.A. Popula- 
tion, 110,102. Income from Rate, £5,802. Stock: Lending, 
51,395; Reference, 11,596; Branch, 3,429. Additions, 4,149. 
Withdrawals, 2,223. Issues: Lending, 497,049; Reference, 8,111 ; 
open shelves, 21,500; Branch, 11,556; Delivery station, 4,887; 
Blind readers, 268 ; School Libraries, 101,160. Borrowers, 14,795 ; 
extra tickets, 17,804. 1 Branch. 1 Delivery Station. 

The total issues for the year exceeded the half-million mark, and were 80,000 
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above those recorded in the previous Report. The daily average issue of books is 
now 84 per cent. larger than in 1924. The special borrowing facilities accorded to 
teachers were more widely appreciated than ever before. A delivery Station was 
opened during the year and has been a pronounced success. Nearly 50,000 people 
visited the various exhibitions in the Art Gallery. 


Hype Public Library.—Annual Report of the Public Librarian for the 
year ending 31$t March, 1931. Pwblic Librarian, F. A. Richards, 
A.L.A. Population, 33,424. Rate, 3.06d. Income from Rate, 
£1,669. Stock: Lending, 23,964; Reference, 2,533 ; Sheet music, 
10,475. Total issues, 126,418. Borrowers, 3,806 ; extra tickets, 653. 


\ welcome Stimulus to the Library activity was provided by the first instalment 
of the grant received from the Carnegie Trust. With this a large up-to-date and 
comprehensive stock of books has been purchased. Accommodation in the 
lending department has been considerably increased by the removal of the reference 
colleétion to a separate room. Both departments have greatly benefited by the 
change. A new children’s library is to be opened during this present year. Racing 
news is now to be blacked out of the papers in the reading room. 


NATIONAL CENTRAL LrBrArY.—15th Annual Report of the Executive 
Committee, 1930-31. Principal Executive Officer and Librarian, 
Luxmoore Newcombe, F.L.A. 


This is the first Report presented by the Committee of the National Central 
Library, the new constitution of the Central Library for Students having been 
appointed in March, 1930. The Committee make their first duty the placing on 
record of their appreciation of the work of Dr. Mansbridge, the founder of the 
Library, and their predecessors on the old Committee. Throughout a trying period 
of fourteen years the Committee of the Central Library for Students have been 
responsible for the steady growth of the Library into a national institution perform- 
ing, as it does, a funétion of the utmost value to Students in all parts of Great 
Britain. 

The stock of books now carried by the Library amounts to 71,042, which is an 
increase over the previous year of 11,436. Of this total 4,192 were purchased at a 
cost of £3,127, and the balance was donated to the Library. The circulation during 
the past year totalled 51,387, compared with 47,840 the year before. 

Outlier Libraries now number 108. Fourteen additional libraries associated 
themselves with the Central Library during the year. From these Outliers, the 
Central Library borrowed 4,914 books. Out of a total of 5,196 volumes applied for 
by the Central Library, only 282 could not be supplied. 1,007 books were borrowed 
from the Central Library by 39 special Outlier libraries. The union catalogue of the 
Outlier Libraries now contains some 50,000 entries, and that of the London 
Boroughs 175,000. The union catalogue of periodicals in the University Libraries 
of Great Britain and Ireland now has 75,000 entries and is nearly complete. It is 
eStimated that 30,000 periodicals are recorded. 

The first annual grant of £3,000 from H.M. Treasury was received during the 
year. This grant was given to enable the Central Library to develop its work in 
conneétion with the supply of bibliographical information ; the Outlier Library 
sy$tem ; and the union catalogues. 

The receipts for the year amounted to £6,765. A supplementary grant of 
£1,650 from the Carnegie Trust, and other valuable grants were received. The 
Carnegic Trust also made a generous grant of £750 to help the Library deal with the 
heavy arrears of binding which have accumulated during the past few years owing to 
lack of funds. The most encouraging increase in the income of the Library is that 
of £171 from libraries ; the total from this source being £1,472. With this addi- 
tional assistance it has been possible to meet more satisfactorily the requests for new 
books, but the Library has not been able to supply the more expensive works, or 
sufficient copies of those books in frequent demand. It will only be possible to 
perform this most important funétion when the annual book fund of the Library 
amounts to not less than £6,000. 
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Book-Selection Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 


A Braviocrapny oF ENGiIsH Law, from 1651 to 1800. Volume II. 
of Sweet and Maxwell’s Complete Law Book Catalogue. Com- 
piled by Leslie F. Maxwell. 8vo, cloth, pp. viii., 270. London, 
Sweet and Maxwell, 1931. tos. net. 

The second volume of this useful yer keeps well te to the Standard 
of the first. It covers a large area both in point of time and subje@ ee 
ane ees & Glee lee hale See a. aotemnalae entries 

betically by authors under each seétion is quite wrong in a classified 
arrangement should be chronological and the alphabetical list used in the Index 


only. It would be inte: to know whether it is a fa@ that no work exists on 
Combinations of Workmen this period. The subje& does not appear in the 
index under any ordinary heading. 


Vorstius (Joris) Internationaler Jahresbericht der Bibliographic. 
1930. 8vo, wrappers, pp. vii., 56. Leipzig, Harrassowitz, 1931. 
M.4. 

The first issue of a Year Book giving the year’s work in praétical bibliography. 
It is divided into three seétions. I., The Theory and International Bibliography ; 
II., National Bibliographies ; and IIl., Subje& Bibliographies. An excellent 
Index completes the work. 

Boox-Auction Recorps. A Priced and Annotated Quarterly Record 
of London, Edinburgh, Glasgow and Dublin Book-Auétions. 
Volume 28, Part 2. 8vo, wrappers, pp. 181-322. London, 
Stevens, Son and Stiles, June, 1931. 30s. per annum. 

The Second Part of B.A.R. for the season 1930-31 contains 3,967 Records 
for the fee Jan.-Mar. Notices of Booksellers’ Catalogues and the 
B.A.R. sail cl Secbellin en weir Malan eenamie 
Tue YEAR’s Work rw Lrprariansuip. Volume II., 1929. Edited for 

The Library Association, by Arundell Esdaile. 8vo, wrappers, 
pp. viii., 260. London, Library Association, 1930. 7s. 6d. net 
post free (5s. met to Members of the Library Association). 

In this volume we are pleased to see that the contributors have considerably 
widened their field. Instead of, as in the first volume, practically confining them- 
<—* to the British Field, they have dealt with their subje&ts from a truly inter- 

a We congratulate the Library Association on this publication and 
coat that 1930 volume will not be fraught with the difficulties and delays that 
have had to be faced in the produétion of the present issue. 

Articles are contributed by experts on subjeéts. National and University 
Libraries is dealt with by G. H. Bushnell ; Public Libraries, by J. D. Stewart ; and 
Library a ye by A. R. Hewitt. Mr. Charles Nowell contributes an article 
on Commercial and Technical oa 8 — Miss Monica Cant is responsible for a 
chapter on School Libraries, amongst othe 
Coxtron (Ethan T.) The X Y Z of Gaumugion. Illustrated. 8vo, 

cloth, pp. xiv., 424. New York, (London), Macmillan, 1931. 

12s. 6d. net. 

An effort to make the theories and principles of Communism clear to the reader. 

The author has based his faéts on an examination of the official Russian docu- 
ments and press of the Communist Party. 

Macauuister (W. J.) The Growth of Freedom in Education. A 
Critical Interpretation of some Historical Views. %vo, cloth, 

xiv., 589. London, Constable, 1931. 30s. net. 

A ook that will appeal to all who are interested in Education and one of 

especial interest to teachers and those preparing for the teaching profession. 
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Swain (John) The Pleasures of the Torture Chamber. Illustrated. 
8vo, cloth, pp. 229. London, Douglas, 1931. 16s. net. 

This work contains a record of the various forms and methods of tortures 
and atrocity practised throughout the ages. 

Sewarp (A. C.) Plant Life Through the Ages. A Geological and 
Botanical Retrospe&. Including nine Reconstruétions of Ancient 
Landscapes drawn for the Author by Edward Vulliamy. Illus- 
trated. 8vo, cloth, pp. xxi., 601. Cambridge University Press, 
1931. 30S. net. 

This book has an undoubted appeal and is of great interest to Students of 


and botany. It is not too technical in its language and will be in great 
es f cackan io our baie Ranion The Publishers’ imprint should give 


Librarians every confidence in adding this work to the stock. 

CHITTENDEN (Frederick J.) The Garden Doéor. Plants in Health 
and Disease. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, boards, cloth back, pp. 154. 
London, “ Country Life,” 1920. 2s. 6d. net. 

A very handy and informative book, giving a short and simple account of 
common inse& pests met with in the garden, and written by one of the best authori- 
ties on the subje@, giving pratical information on both cause and cure. It is a 
re-issue of the old edition at a cheaper price. 

Lurz (E. G.) Praétical Water-Colour Sketching. With Specific 
Instructions for making Wash Drawings in Colour and Black and 
White. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, boards, cloth back, pp. 214. 
London, Scribner, 1931. 7s. 6d. net. 

A well written and extremely useful contribution to the subje&. Theauthor has 
given us, in addition to a very complete exposition of the art of water colour sketch- 
ing, several very important chapters on wash drawings. 

Nicot (Thomas) By Mountain, Moor and Loch to the Dream Isles 
of the West. Introduétion by Professor A. D. Peacock. LIllus- 
trated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 202. Stirling, Mackay, 1931. 7s. 6d. 
net. 

Ac book ith the author’s wanderings on foot the 
beautiful wild hills, glens and ad Solands of Scotland —_ Siw 
Harrison (G. B.) A Second Elizabethan Journal. Being a Record of 

Those Things most Talked of during the years 1595-1598. 

Illustrated. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. xii., 402. London, Constable, 

1931. 24S. net. 

A diary of gossip and a record of historical faéts in a condensed form. 
Apxins (F. J.) How Europe Grew. 8vo, cloth, pp. 592. London, 

Williams and Norgate, 1931. 25s. net. 

re, cn agg account nye: pa de ome oe the earliest times 

Li t resent t not 
P _ -A is —— scrappy 8 purchased by every 

Olina (J. A.) Lavoisier. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xiv., 264. 
London, Constable, 1931. 7s. 6d. net. 

A full tific biography of ho the 
P —. — erp y one who was among outstanding 

FICTION. 


Brooks (Collin) Three Yards of Cord. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 287. 


London, Hutchinson (1931). 7s. 6d. net. 

An unusual type of detetive story, in which we meet Swete McTavish 
and Inspe@tor Debenham. yo eee me ate ee ect, on ttn gee 
to discover who killed Kitty McVeagh—and why ! 


. 
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Desroxa (Maurice) Phryne, or Love as a Fine Art. Translated by 
Metcalfe Wood. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 185. London, Werner 
Laurie, 1931. 73. 6d. net. 

National and international sketches of love, told in this well-known author's 
piquant manner. 

Gre.cup (Val) Imperial Treasure. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 288. London, 
Constable, 1931. 7s. 6d. net. 

of search in Central Asia for the Imperial Russian 
eg poe em ideale caakiel while being cumeeel from Irkutsk. 

Ho.ianp (Rupert Sargent) Mad Anthony. The Story of Anthony 
Wayne. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 260. London, Appleton, 
1931. 6s. net. 

Oe ee Tee ee meats Se 
dsow Mtnaeitinmcentesu tnothowmasel Uhtenmavtndion, * , 
IBANEz (Vicente Blasco) At the Feet of Venus. A Tale of the Borgias. 

Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 328. London, Skeffington (1931). 7s. 6d. net. 

Novels from the famous Spanish writer’s pen are much sought-after in 
Ja ngeaione pict b hus worn sound de Beegs Senly snd thn Bows of ds 


Koppen (Edlef) Higher Command. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 428. London, 
Faber, 1931. 7s. 6d. net. 


A vivid account of the war seen through the eyes of a young German artillery 
man. His personal experiences form a ftriking contrat with the dull fa&s which 


appear in official and semi-official reports. 
Murray (D. L.) Stardust. A Tale of the Circus. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 496. London, Constable, 1931. 7s. 6d. net. 

The heroine, Georgy, is a talented horse-rider and the Story follows her 
amazing career amid the vicissitudes of circus life. The setting shifts from England 
to France and then to America. 

Norris (Kathleen) Lucretia Lombard. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 320. 
London, Murray, 1931. 7s. 6d. net. 

Tin Destee be om of Oe Basan antiaks wah ages yay ee 
A novel which is sure to be 
Ruopes (Kathlyn) The Little ‘Silver Leaves. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 288. 

London, Hutchinson (1931). 7s. 6d. net. 

This author’s romances are always popular. The scene of this one is laid 
in Hun; and Egypt, and the m y surrounding an attractive English girl 
i by the man who befri her in difficult circumstances. 
SackviLie-Wesr (V.) All Passion Spent. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 298. 

London, Hogarth Press, 1931. 7s. 6d. net. 

Miss Sackville-West has aimed high in the somewhat delicate and difficult 
task which she has set herself, and it says a great deal for her ta@ as well as her 
artistry that she has made the aged charaéters which she presents interesting and 


SrBERRAD (Una L.) The Romance of Peter Waine, Timber Merchant. 
Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 320. London, Hutchinson (1931). 7s. 6d. 
net. 


Peter Waine was a merchant of long ago, a young Don Quixote of Colchester, 
who flourished in the timber-trade in the late aon beer century. Above the 


average novel. 

Warts (Spencer) Yesterday’s To-Morrow. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 154. 
London, Mathews and Marrot, 1931. 5s. net. 
A clever little book for those who enjoy discursive reading about love. 
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JUVENILE. 

Brereton (Lt.-Col. F. S.) Under Foch’s Command. Illustrated. Cr. 
8vo, cloth, pp. 288. London, Blackie (1931). 3s. 6d. net. 

A book all our juvenile readers will enjoy. Capt. Brereton’s works are alwa 
in ee ae tg the juvenile se&tion and we are confident that this Story will be poate 
sought f. 

Dennison (Dorothy) The Sixth Form Goes Abroad. Illustrated. 
8vo, cloth, pp. 282. London, Religious Tra& Society, 1931. 
3s. 6d. net. 

A fine school story for girls, far too few of which are written nowadays. Tells 
of the adventures of some seventh-form girls from an English School who took a 


holiday trip to France. . 

A PLayGRrounD oF Poems. A New Junior Reciter. Colleéted by 
Kathleen Rich. 8vo, cloth, pp. 86. London, Methuen, 1931. 
2s. 6d. net. 

A splendid colle&tion of poems for our younger readers. The author has 
undoubtedly shewn great discrimination in her seleGion. 
An additional feature of interest to our profession is the preface written by 

Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers. 

SELECTIONS FROM THE Earty Prose Works or H. G. WELLS. 8vo, 


cloth, pp. 160. University of London Press, 1931. 2s. net. 

- A book that should prove of great use and service to our school and juvenile 

ibrarics. 

WesTERMAN (Percy F.) The Salving of the “ Fusi Yama.” A Post- 
War Story of the Sea. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 288. 
London, Blackie (1931). 3s. 6d. net. 

A thrilling adventure Story of deeds upon and under the sea, written in Mr. 

WeSterman’s own inimitable style. 

Wynne (May) The Secret of Marigold Marnell. Illustrated. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 254. London, Religious Tract Society (1931). 3s. 6d. net. 

A delightful story by a favourite author. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 

BULLETIN OF THE AMERICAN Lrsprary Association. Vol. 25, No. 5, 
May; No. 6, June, 1931. 

MEDEDEELINGEN VAN De OpenBARE LEESZAAL EN BIBLIOTHEEK TE 
AmsTERDAM. March-April, 1931. 

ASSOCIATION OF AssISTANT LiBRARIANS. Thirty-Sixth Annual Report, 
1930-1931. 

More Books. The Bulletin of the Boston Public Library. April and 
May, 1931. 

—_. oF BrstioGrapHy. Vol. 14, No. 4. January-April, 1931. 

CorumsiA University in the City of New York. Courses in Library 
Science. July 6 to August 14, 1931. 

Your Lrsrary. Public Library of the Distri& of Columbia, Washing- 
ton. Vol. 5, Nos. 5,6 and 7. February, March and April, 1931. 

BULLETIN OF THE GRAND Rapips Pusiic Lisrary. Vol. 27, No. 2. 
March-April, 1931. 

Ranck (Samuel H.) Heating and Ventilation. Public Buildings and 
Institutions Reference Number. Grand Rapids Public Library. 

Tue Lrprartan. Vol. XX., Nos. 8,9 and 10. February, March and 
April, 1931. 

Tue Lrsrary Association Recorp. Vol. 1, No. 6. June, 1931. 

Tue Lrprary Journat. Vol. 56, No. 8, April 15; No. 9, May 1; 
No. 10, May 15; No. 11, June 1; No. 12, June 15, 1931. 
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Tue Narurauist. No. 891. April, 1931. 

NewARK-IN-Print. References to Newark in Books, Pamphlets, 
Reports, Newspapers and in Records which tell the story of the 
Growth of Newark from 1666 through 1930. Newark Public 
Library, 1931. 10 cents. 

Tue Lrsrary. Vol. IV., No. 1, May, 1931. Newark, N.J. 

Sr. Louts Pustic Liprary Monruiy Bu.uerin. Vol. 29, No. 4, 
April; No. 5, May; No. 6, June, 1931. 

Witson Buuetin for Librarians. Vol. V., No. 9, May; No. 10, 
June, 1931. 


Scottish Library Association 


Tue Annual Conference of the Association was held in Kirkcaldy 
on Tuesday and Wednesday, May 26th and 27th, when about 150 
members were present. 

Mr. S. A. Pitt, City Librarian, Glasgow, was induéted as President 
at the annual business meeting on Tuesday afternoon, and moved 
that honorary membership of the Association be conferred on Mr. E. 
A. Savage, past President. 

The following were eleéted to serve on the Council for three 
years :—R. Butchart, G. M. Fraser, D. Stark, and J. McSkimming. 

Mr. G. W. Shirley, Librarian, Ewart Public Library, Dumfries, 
moved the following resolution, which was carried :— 

“That this Annual Conference of the Scottish Library 
Association deplores the fa that, notwithstanding the adverse 
views of numerous representative organisations, the Trustees 
of the National Library of Scotland have adhered to a decision 
as to the location and planning of the Library buildings which 
was reached without inane to such sources of expert guidance 
as the Royal Institute of British Archite&ts and The Library 
Association, and strongly urges that the national importance of 
the institution, and the concern of the Scottish public require 
that the whole question should be considered de novo.” 

A reception to the delegates was given in the Beveridge Hall 
in the evening by the Provost and Magistrates of Kirkcaldy. 

On Wednesday morning, parties were conducted to points of 
interest in the burgh, and thereafter members of the Conference were 
welcomed by Dean of Guild Anderson, Convener of the Public Library 
Committee. 

Mr. S. A. Pitt delivered his Presidential Address, in the course 
of which he reviewed the existing legislative provision for public 
libraries in Scotland, and the special need at this time for its revision 
and extension in view of the difficulties which have arisen between 
counties and burghs, caused by the Local Government (Scotland) 
A&, 1929, Se&tion 14 (7) and 41, which cancels the carefully considered 
and valuable proviso in the Education (Scotland) A&, 1918. The 
express intention of this proviso was to prevent any county authority 
(formerly the education authority) levying a rate for library purposes 
on burghs or parishes already rated for libraries, until the county rate 
exceeded the corresponding burgh or parish rate. By the cancellation 
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of the proviso, two rates are now levied on many distri@s, while no 
legal obligation rests on the county to give the burgh or parish any 
provision in return. 

At the close of Mr. Pitt’s address, the main proposals of the 
Council’s new draft consolidating Libraries Bill for Scotland were 
considered and approved. The powers proposed to be given to library 
authorities under the draft Bill include :—powers to public library 
committees to enter into arrangements with other library authorities 
for the interloan of books and other library material; power to 
provide public leétures and to defray the cost from the library rate ; 
power to County Councils to levy a separate rate for library purposes ; 
the repeal of the clause in the Local Government (Scotland) A@, 
1929, the effe& of which is the double rating for library purposes of 
burghs which already maintain a public library under the Public 
Libraries A&s ; power to small burghs to abandon the Public Libraries 
Aé&s; power to adopt the A& to be restriéted, so far as burghs are 
concerned, to burghs with populations of 20,000 and upwards, 
without affeGting those burghs which have a library service in being 
at the time of the passing of the new A&@; the abolition of the rate 
limit of 3d. in the {£; and the establishment of a National Lending 
Library for Scotland. 


North-Western Branch Association 
Meeting 

A jornt meeting of the North-Western Branch of the Library Associa- 
tion, and the Assistants’ Association, on Wednesday, June 3rd, took 
the form of a Garden Party, at Woodside, Bolton, at the kind invitation 
of Mr. Alderman J. P. Taylor, B.A., J.P., President of the Branch. 

Over fifty delegates attended, and many more would have availed 
themselves of the hospitality of Alderman and Mrs. Taylor had the 
weather conditions been more favourable. As it was, the party was 
not prevented from viewing the extensive, beautiful and well kept 
grounds and conservatories at Woodside, prior to partaking tea with 
Mr. and Mrs. Taylor. 

Following a formal welcome, a paper on “ Some Bolton Writers,” 
was delivered by Mr. Archibald Sparke, F.R.S.L., F.L.S. Advantage 
was taken of the occasion, as y referred to in our June Library 
Topics, to make a presentation of a solid silver salver to Mr. Sparke on 
his retirement from “ aétive service,” as a past president of a Branch 
he has for long served faithfully. Alderman Taylor in felicitous 
terms spoke of the value of the work of Mr. Sparke on behalf 
of the Library Movement, and Mr. L. Stanley Jast, President 
of the Library Association, in happy and humorous vein, drew a 
comparison of Mr. Sparke as a librarian, and as a “ country” man. 
In his reply, Mr. Sparke said that he knew that behind the facetious 
remarks of Mr. Jast there was a warmth and friendliness which he 
much valued. He thought that a man was entitled to get his joy out 
of life whilst it could be obtained. He was certainly in the autumn 
of his days, but he did not yet feel that he was either sere or yellow. 

Warm thanks were accorded Alderman and Mrs. Taylor for their 


hearty welcome and generous hospitality. 
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Correspondence 


Tue Eprror, The Library World. 22nd May, 1931 
Sir,—The Library Association has recently reconsidered the 
whole question of prefessional training. As Authorities may not be 
aware of recent developments, it may be Stated that there are two 
distin@ systems of training. The Library Association itself conducts 
examinations in librarianship, admission to which is confined to those 
who have previously obtained matriculation or equivalent standard. 
Six certificates of proficiency leading to the Association’s Diploma are 
granted. The University of London School of Librarianship condu&s 
a two-year course (which is reduced to a period of one year for those 
who have graduated), leading again to a Diploma, which ranks equally 
with that of the Library Association. 
The Library Association is now representative of all se&tions of 
library work, embracing Public Libraries in town and county, Univer- 
sity Libraries and all the more important special libraries. The 
Council is anxious to assist Authorities to secure trained personnel 
and would urge, for consideration, the two following points :— 
1.—That assistants already in employ should be encouraged to 
take the certificates of the Library Association and, whenever 
they can be spared, be permitted to attend vacation schools, 
such as that which is being arranged by the Library Associa- 
tion with the co-operation of the University of Birmingham 
from August 17th to 29th, 1931. 

2.—That in making new appointments, attention should be paid 
to the desirability of ing persons who, having attained 
the matriculation standard, are qualified to proceed with 
their professional training on the lines indicated above. 

As regards senior appointments, the Library Association has 
taken what is considered to be an essential step in setting up a profes- 
sional register. 

Authorities would render great service to the public when they 
are considering library appointments if they would require applicants 
for at any rate the senior posts to be either Associates or Fellows of this 
organisation. 


Tue Lrsrary ASSOCIATION, Yours, etc., 
26-27, Bedford Square, W.C.1. Guy W. Kzeuine, Sec. 
Tue Eprror, The Library World. June 15th, 1931 


S1r,—Further to your notice of our Library Bulletin, appearing 
in the June issue, and which states that our Bulletin “ has shrunk this 
time to 8 pages.” I would like to point out that our Bulletin, when 
it was issued quarterly, comprised 8 pages of library matter and 4 of 
advertisements. We recently decided to issue it bi-monthly, and 
annually to print 12,000 copies instead of 8,000, with the result that 
this little publication now comprises 7 pages of library material and 1 
of advertisements. If the Bulletin has shrunk, then most shrinkage is 
in the advertisements it formerly carried. 

Public Library, Yours, etc., 
Burton-upon-Trent. M. H. B. Masn. 
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Bibliographical Topics 
THE PRUSSIAN GENERAL CATALOGUE. 

FOLLOWING on the example of the Bibliotheque Nationale of Paris, the 
Author Catalogue of which proceeds steadily on its way, and the further 
example of the British Museum Library, the first volume of the new 
revised General Catalogue being now in the hands of the subscribers, 
the Prussian State Library now proposes to print, not only a Catalogue 
of its own books but a Colle&tive Catalogue, including those of most 
of the German University and High School Libraries. Not content 
with this scheme it is proposed to add the books of the Bavarian 
State Library and those of the National Library at Vienna. A specimen 
has been issued of the proposed catalogue and shows interesting diver- 
gences from the two great catalogues mentioned above. The typo- 
graphical arrangement is not unlike that of the British Museum 
volumes, but a smaller type is used. The size is folio, with a two- 
column page. Each entry has appended the number of the Library 
that possesses a copy with the press-mark. The final note is a running 
number which is prefixed by the volume number of the Catalogue 
and is therefore apparently to return to No. 1 in each succeeding 
volume. This will avoid the enormous numbers which a series 
running through all the volumes would necessarily produce. The 
title of the Joint Catalogue is a little unfortunate :—Gesamtkatalog der 
Preussisischen Bibliotheken mit Nachweis des identischen Besitzes der 
Bayerischen Staatsbibliothek in Miinchen und der Nationalbibliothek in Wien. 


This must confli& with the great een Wiegendrucke 


now in progress and always known as THE Gesamtkatalog. 

The new Catalogue is estimated to run to 150 volumes of roughly 
soo pages. The subscription price will be 85 marks per volume and 
300 subscribers are required to make the publication possible. R.A.P. 


New Facts about Shakespeare’s Family 


Mr. Frank Marcham has discovered some fresh faéts about Shake- 
— family, and his book, entitled William Shakespeare and bis 
whter Susannah (William Shakespeare and his Family), is to be published 
shortly by Messrs. Grafton and Co. Mr. Marcham is a well-known 
scholar who has spent many years in Studying the Elizabethan period. 
He has published at different times new and vital fa&s about n, 
England’s printer; Ben Jonson; The King’s Office of the Revels, 
1615 ; and it is agreed by experts that his knowledge has been proved 
critically unassailable. In the work under consideration he has brought 
forward some new discoveries with regard to Shakespeare’s family, 
and he claims that these discoveries are the first real advance in know- 
ledge published during the last 150 years, when Shakespeare’s Will was 
fir& printed. The matter is based on con tary documents. 
father of Dr. John Hall, who married Shakespeare’s daughter 
Susannah, has now been identified and the volume contains a copy of 
his will. The collotype reprodudtions give facsimiles of the signatures, 
among which is the earliest and finest known of Susannah, Shakespeare’s 
eldest daughter. We believe that this book contains all that the author 
claims for it, in which case it will be one of the corner Stones of 


Shakespeare literature. 


* 








ECONOMICAL BOOKBINDING AND 
BOOK SUPPLY FoR PUBLIC COUNTY 
AND SCHOOL LIBRARIES. 


FIRST IN THE FIELD. 


We were the first Firm to deal specially and widely with Public Library 
Bookbinding. 


We have bound books for Lending Libraries for over fifty years with the 
consequent experience, and we are doing an annually increasing business. 


We paper-lined the folds of weak papers over 20 years ago, and still do, 
but this is only one of many different methods devised to meet the needs of 
various kinds of paper. 


Very stiff thick papers of which many Juvenile books are composed we 
album-joint the leaves with a linen guard at no extra cost. 


With Chivers Bindings you get the best workmanship in every detail. 


It is easy to lower prices but it always means that the Manufacturer has 
to cut out some item to enable him to doit. We could enter into competi- 
tion in this way until presently prices for bookbinding generally would 
become very low but the bindings equally inferior. 


We employ skilled workmen from all over Great Britain, pay Trade Union 
wages and observe their hours. 


Catalogues and Price Lists will be sent post free on application. 


Our Motor Van makes regular journeys to all parts of England and Wales, 
and will call to collect and pack your books upon receipt of a post card. 








CEDRIC CHIVERS LTD. 


Booksellers and Bookbinders 
PORTWAY, BATH 


ENGLAND. 
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